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Welcome Aboard Rendezvous,  

 

We are thrilled to have you join us on a cruise of the Florida Keys.  Youõll be 

traveling aboard a power catamaran manufactured in France by a company called 

Lagoon, one of th e largest boat builders in the world. òRendezvousó (the name of 

the boat) is about 50 feet long  overall , about 20 feet wide and draws about 4 

feet of water. She is considered òspaciousó for a boat her size, but donõt let 

that fool you.   

 

Unless youõve spent time on smaller private boats, you may be very surprised 

how small and tight the living space aboard is ; we like to think of it as òsimple 

and efficientó, which makes for a wonderful  quality of life.  J  Please keep this 

in mind when planning what to br ing with you for your cruise ð less really is 

more.    The layout of the boat is very similar to a sailing yacht, not a traditional 

power yacht.  It features many different levels and small cozy areas.  We think 

youõll find it perfect for cruise of the Keys or Bahamas. At the beginning of this 

guide, youõll see a list of suggested items to bring on your vacation, feel free to 

modify it as you see fit.    

 

Instead of being powered by sails, she is powered by twin 315 hp turbo diesels.  

We will cruise at about  20 miles per hour (and if youõre feeling like an engineer 

youõll be interested to know that we burn about 14 gallons of diesel per hour 

underway). 
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A boat this size can be very complex . Think of i t  as a òfloating cityó of systems 

and equipment.  Along wit h extensive communication and navigation equipment, 

we are able to produce our own electricity, water, heat and air -conditioning ; we 

also store fresh water as well as waste water , trash and provide  support to 

three bathrooms (called òheadsó) and a kitchen (called a ògalleyó) which has a an 

oven, stove, microwave, refrigeration and ice making capabilities.  Needless to 

say there are a lot of opportunities for things to go òwrongó as well as òright ó. 

Because of this, weõve put this handy guide together to help you better 

understand the operation of the boat õs systems that you will be using before 

you even step aboard.   

 

Time spent  on the òfront endó familiarizing yourself with the boatõs unique 

systems will dramatically increase your comfort and fun aboard.  If anything 

doesnõt make sense, feel free to ask.  There are no òsillyó questions.  

 

We canõt wait to spend some quality time with you on the water in the sunny 

Florida Keys.  

 

Welcome Aboard,  

 

Chris & Marcee  

Chris cell ð 303 -880 -5020      Marcee cell ð 303-910-5210 
 

     

Port   

Forward  Aft  

Starboard  
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What to bringé. 
 

Remember, less is more!  
 
Welcome Aboard!  We have compiled the 

following list of clothing and other personal 

gear which, based o n our experience, will 

help make your cruising experience more 

enjoyable.  
 

1. Soft luggage that will stow easily 

on board.  

2. We have suntan lotion onboard.  

But, if you have something special 

you like, bring it.  

3. Hat or visor ð we recommend one 

that fits secur ely  

4. A long sleeve, light shirt for 

protection against the sun.  

5. Sunglasses (at least one pair, but 

preferably two) with a òkeeper 

stringó or headband. 

6.  Each stateroom has a blow dryer  

7. A few great books or magazines.  

8. Photo equipment with plenty of 

film or  disk storage space.  Bring 

a case to protect your gear when 

not in use. We do have 110v 

onboard, so you can re -charge 

your batteries. An underwater 

camera can be very fun if you 

plan to snorkel.  

9. Shirts, shorts and, of course, 

bathing suits (swim suit òcover 

upó for ladies). 

10. A light rain coat or windbreaker.  

11. Long sleeved, heavy shirt, 

sweater or sweatshirt and a pair 

of your favorite jeans or sweat 

suits are nice for cool weather 

cruising and evenings.  

12. A pair of casual dress slacks or 

dress shorts for men and a casual 

dress for women if dockside 

dining is in your plans.  

13. We donõt wear shoes on the boat 

but you may want to have some 

thick socks for hanging out on 

cool evenings.  Bring casual dress 

shoes or sandals for dining out, 

and a pair of tennis shoes f or 

work -outs or a walk on the island 

(if youõre so inclined).  

14. A couple pairs of dry socks.  

15. Toiletries ð a òshower bagó is 

great for taking to marina 

facilities.  

16. Any prescription medications, 

special dietary foods or drinks, or 

other medical supplies. Moti on 

sickness is usually not an issue 

based on the planned cruising 

grounds.  There is an extensive 

first aid kit onboard.  

17. Personal CDõs, DVDõs, or iPods or 

other MP3 players to play on the 

shipõs sound system.  

18. Personal snorkel equipment.  We 

have generic masks and snorkels 

on board.   

19. We recommend not bringing 

expensive jewelry onboard.  

Enjoy your cruise!                      
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Boarding the Boat  
 

Shoes ð We donõt wear any shoes when we are on the boat.  Shoe soles often 

times scuff the decks ( floors ).  You may want to bring a pair of thick socks for 

cool evenings aboard.  There is a large shoe basket that we store all the shoes 

in so they are convenient when you step off the boat throughout your journey 

to explore .  

         
 

Suitcases  ð when you first arrive to the boat and locate your stateroom 

(bedroom), the first thing youõll want to do is unpack your suitcase so that your 

suitcase can be quickly stored in a forward storage locker.  There is a hanging 

closet (with hangars in each stateroom) as well a s a few drawers, but 

rememberé itõs a boat, space is limited.  

 

Tender, also known as a dinghy  ð The tender is an 11õ rigid bottom inflatable 

boat that is stored on davits located at the back of the boat. The tender has a 

10 hp outboard that is perfect for  exploring shallow water, reaching the 

perfect snorkel spot, or heading to shore for dinner at a restaurant when the 

boat is at anchor.    
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Boarding the dinghy  ð When boarding the dinghy, it is much safer to sit on the 

back of th e swim platform and hang your legs over the back of the boat and 

then òslideó into the dinghy. DO NOT STAND and then step into the 

dinghyéunless you intend to take a quick unplanned swim before you go for a 

dinghy ride.  Also, never stand up in the dinghy.  

       
Sit on the swim platform    Slide off into tender, end up sitting in tender  

          

               
 

 

Personal water bottle s - When you are in a hot climate and in the sun, itõs 

smart to drink a lot of water.  Because we have limited space f or trash storage 

onboard, we ask that everyone bring a water bottle that can be refilled from 

the  gallon fresh water jugs that we have onboard.  Itõs best to put your name 

on the bottle so that they donõt get confused.  
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Sea Sickness  ð People have asked if they should bring Dramamine or motion 

sickness pills or patches.  Based on the cruising grounds of the Florida Keys, in 

all but the rarest occasions, guests have never gotten sea sick or even quesy 

(unless of course, its alcohol related).  If we do exper ience an uncomfortable 

crossing, itõs always best to avoid any areas below decks.  Come join us on the 

fly bridge, enjoy the view , fresh air and watch the horizon.    

  

 
Rendezvous at anchor near Little Palm Island  
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General Information  
 

Electric it y Onboard  ð Everything is a limited resource on the boat (except 

maybe sunshine) and electricity is no exception.  There are three ways that we 

can òpoweró the electrical system on the boat: 

 

 Shore Power  ð This is when the boat is at the dock and connect ed to the 

 electricity at a  marina.  When we are on shore power, you can use 

 everything on the boat including all the 110V outlets.  Itõs a lot like being 

 at home.  

 

 Genset (generator)  ð When the genset is running , itõs just like being on 

 shore power o nly we are producing our own electricity onboard.  All 

 electric items onboard work, again itõs a lot like being at home. The only 

 downside to the genset is that it burns diesel (about .6 gallons per hour) 

 and itõs a little noisy. 

 

 House Batteries  ð When we are not on shore power and the genset isnõt 

 running (when we are cruising or at a quiet night at anchor) we are 

 operating on house batteries. This means we need to conserve our power. 

 All the lights and toilets operate;  we have water pressure, refr igeration 

 and ice making capability.  We also have stereo and communication 

 equipment working  as well ventilation fans .  We can operate on house 

 batteries for about 12 hours before we need to start the genset or shipõs 

 engines to  re -charge the batterie s.  What we canõt do when we are on 

 house battery power is use heavy 110V òuseó items like air -conditioning, 

 heating , the microwave, toaster or TVõs.  

    

Helpful tips around onboard electricity:  

1. Turn off all lights in your stateroom (and head) when you are not using 

them.  

2. If you use the outlets for charging your computer, cell phone or ipod, 

unplug the cord when your devi ce is fully charged.  
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3. Rememberé Unless you are at the dock or the genset is running, you 

wonõt have heat or a/c in your cabin.  

    

Fre sh Water  ð Even though we carry about 200 gallons of fresh water onboard 

and we can re-fill the tanks at most marinas , we ask that you do your best to 

conserve fresh water whenever possible.  Little things like NOT leaving the 

water run while you brush you r teeth and turning the water off when you are 

òsoaping upó and shampooing in the shower will make a huge difference.  Thank 

you for doing your part. Water in the tanks IS drinkable.  Weõd recommend 

bottled water for drinking, but feel free use the water o nboard to brush your 

teeth.  

The following use fresh water :  

 All interior showers (4)  

 Aft swim platform fresh water shower  

 All head and galley sinks  

 Ice machine  

 

Showers ð All the showers onboard are òhot and cold fresh water showers ó 

including the sw im shower located on the exterior swim platform at the back of 

the boat.  In order to keep the two forward bathrooms (heads) dry, we 

encourage everyone to use the dedicated shower in the master stateroom or 

the exterior shower on the swim platform.  Weõll go over the details on this 

when we are on the boat.  

    
           Outdoor hot/cold shower located on the steps to the aft swim platform  
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Towels (swim and shower)  ð Everyone will be given a fresh shower towel, a face 

cloth and a hand towel  for the trip .  Itõs important to remember to always hang 

up the towels after each use so that they can air dry, otherwise theyõll get 

òmildewyó in a hurry. Each head is equipped with towel racks. Please be sure not 

leave wet items (swimsuits, towels, etc) on the b edding or wood furniture 

surfaces.   

                     
   Master Shower           Forward Heads  

In addition, everyone will also receive a fresh swim/beach towel for the trip.  

Please use only the swim towels for lying out in the sun and drying off af ter a 

swim.  

 

Laundry ð We do not have laundry facilities onboard, however, most all the 

marinas that we will travel to have coin op laundry on the premises.  
 

Stereos  ð We have two stereo systems onboard.  One that serves the main 

living area of the boat (called the salon) as well as the outdoor covered dining 

area (called the aft -cockpit).  This system has an input jack for your iPod as 

well as a CD changer and FM radio.  The second stereo is located upstairs 

(called the flying bridge) where we steer the boat most of the time.  This 

stereo has an FM receiver as well as an input jack for an iPod. We have three 

built in Ipod/iPhone battery charged onboard.  

 

Docking ð Please be available to lend a hand whenever the boat is coming in to a 

marina to dock.  The  captain will discuss any unique plans prior (including which 

side of the boat to prepare for docking) to arrival, but t hree thin gs will always 

need to be done.   
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1. Dock lines set on the proper cleats  

2. Fenders need to be placed in position   

3. Lines will need t o be handed or thrown t o a dock hand.  

 

Your òstationó will be at a line or fender.   

    
     Cleat with line                           Fender on rail            Knot for the fender  (Clove Hitch)  
 
Important ð Never place a hand o r  foot between the dock  and the boat when docking.  The 
boat weighs nearly 35,000 pounds and it will always win.  
 

Anchoring ð The boat carries a 40 pound anchor, 50 feet of heavy chain and 150 

feet of anchor line.  Anchoring doesnõt require decking lines, fenders or the 

precise  maneuvering of docking.  The best part is to snorkel out to check that 

anchor is well set.  There are no òstationsõ that you are expected to be at when 

anchoring. See section at the end of this guide about knots.  
 
 

 
Rendezvous at anchor near Marker 88 R estaurant  
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Your Stateroom (bedroom)  
 

 
Master Stateroom    Forward staterooms   Shower  
 

Remember, life on the boat is all about simplicity and efficiency. The 

staterooms are the best example of this philosophy.  Each stateroom has its 

own head (bathroo m) and storage areas.  

 

  

 The Head  (Bathroom)  ð the head has a bath sink, toilet, storage cabinet 

for toiletries above the sink, a mirror, a blow dryer, shower wand (although 

we only use the main boat shower in the master stateroom for all showers - 

this way all the other heads stay dry), a floor drain and an opening ceiling 

hatch for ventilation.  

 

 

 Use of the toilet  ð This is a marine electric toilet.  The bowl is the size of 

a standard toilet, but uses 12 volt power to fill and flush.  The toilets are 

supplied by sea water (which there is no shortage of) and the waste goes into 

a holding tank for storage (13 gallons for each head) until it can be pumped 

out.    

 

Please remember that nothing goes in the head except marine grade toilet 
paper. Anything else can cause a serious problem with the plumbing.  
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Heat and Air - conditioning  ð Each stateroom has its own, separate heat and 

a/c system  as shown on the photo below .   
 
NOTE: the heat & a/c system only works when the boat is on òshore poweró at a 
marina or when the genset is running.  Otherwise the system will not power up.   

                                                       

 

 

          
            

Procedure to use the toilet:  

1. Add water to the bowl (as 

necessary) by using the black toggle 

switch to the òfilló side.  

2. Use the toilet  

3. Put only marine type toilet paper 

into the toilet (and not too much).  
PLEASEé NO Kleenex, or strange 
things into the toilet.  Nothing can 
change the òflavoró of a cruise faster 
than the need to òun- clogó a head on a 
boat.  N ot a fun job!     

4. Press and hold the red òflushó 

button until the water level drains 

and the bowl slightly refills and 

then drains again. About 5 to 7 

seconds.  
 

Procedure to use the system:  

1. When the power is òonó, the upper 

left display will show the current 

temperature.   

2. Simply press the òcooló or òheató 

button.   

3. Select the òupó or òdownó button to 

choose the requested temperature.  

4. Press the òfanó button to set the fan 

to automatic.  

5. To turn the system off, press the 

òoffó button.  
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110 volt Electric Outlets  ð Each stateroom has one electric outlet.  These 

outlets are powered by òshore poweró at the dock, the genset or the shipõs 

power inverter.  Please unplug cell phone and computer chargers, etc. if they 

are not being used. Each stateroom is also equipped with a blower dryer.  

 

Lights  ð Each stateroom has overhead and reading lights.  These lights are 

powered by the 12V system and should always be turned off when not in use 

to preserve the shipõs house batter ies.  The reading l ights are switched at 

the fixture.  The overhead lights are controlled by a small chrome push 

button mounted on the wall. The overhead lights in the head are controlled 

by the black toggle switch under the sink counter and the light above the 

mirror is con trolled at the fixture.  

 

          
Photo of light switch        photo of reading lights  
 

 

 

 

Need photo of light switches in the head  
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Hatches and Port Windows ð Each stateroom has opening side ports and 

overheads hatches.   

 

          
       Photo  of stateroom port closed and open  
 

       
                        Photo of stateroom hatches closed and open     
 

 

Preparation for a day on the water  (cruising) :  

 

1. Close all ceiling hatches and side ports (This is VERY important)  

2. Drain water from toile t using the black òdrainó toggle switch 

3.  Latch both head and stateroom door in their open position so that they      

 donõt swing open and closed.  
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Life in the Galley (kitchen)  
 
The Refrigerator/Freezer:  

This is located under the microwave oven and run s all the time. It stays at 

about 34 ð 38 degrees.  Please limit the time that the door is left open.  The 

only thing that you need to òwatch out foró is that the door is properly closed 

after each time it õs opened.  When closing the door, hold the handle òopenó 

and pull up a little when closing FIRMLY.  It will clearly latch in place.  

               
                Fridge            Door and instructions   Need photo latched  

 

The Cold Chest:  

The Cold Chest is located in the counter top just behind the d riverõs seat (helm 

station). Itõs really big and great for storing fruits and veggies as well as large 

items that need to stay cool, but it shouldnõt be opened often.  Itõs better for 

storage.  It s tays between 35 and 40 degrees.   

                                     

    
  Cold Chest located behind driverõs seat           Cold Chest opened  
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The Ice Machine:      

The ice machine is wonderful! It will make about 20 pounds of fresh ice a day  

and is completely automatic. It runs all the time. NOTE: You must leave the 
wooden door open whenever the ice machine is operating, otherwise it will 
overheat.   

 

     
Ice machine cabinet door    Ice Machine         View of inside  
 
Portable Cooler:  

We also keep a portable ice chest by the sliding door in the aft cock pit.  This is 

a great place get cold drinks. It is convenient and limits constant opening of the 

fridge and cold chest.  
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Stove and Oven  - The stove and oven are both fueled by propane gas. They can 

be operated without 110v power.  To operate the sto ve and oven, follow these 

steps:  

 

1. Insure that the valve on the top of the propane bottle is turned on   

2. At the stove, press the silver button behind and to the right of the stove.  

When you do this the amber light just above the button should go on.  This 

indicates that the propane is flowing to the stove/oven.   See photos .                                                                   

     
3. Stove       Valve closed       Valve open  

a. Press and turn the stove burner knob òinó and to the òstartó 

position  

b. Use a lighter to light the burner  

c. Once the burner lights, release the igniter, but keep pressing 

knob in for about 1 0 seconds, then select the proper temperature 

setting .  

d. Visually check to see that the burner is still light after about 20 

seconds.  If you didnõt hold the knob in long enough at the 

beginning, the burner will turn off ð so just double check.  

4. Oven  

a. Press and turn the stove burner knob òinó and to the òstartó 

position  

b. Use a lighter t o light  pilot  on t he lower  sect ion of  t he oven 

c. Once the oven burner lights, release the igniter, but keep pressing 

the knob for about 1 0 seconds, then select the proper 

temperature setting.   

d. Visually check to see that the burner is still light after about 20 

seconds.  If you didnõt hold the knob in long enough at the 

beginning, the burner will turn off ð so just double check  
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Shut down  

1. Turn the burners off that you where using  

2.  Press the chrome switch under the amber lamp to shut off fuel flow 

to the stove  

3. Turn off the gas bottle valve  

 

Microwave oven, Coffee machine and Toas ter -  When using these items that 

draw a lot of amperage.  Please use them ONLY when we are on òshore poweró 

(at the dock) or if the generator is running.  Also, only use one of these items 

at a time.  They cannot all be used at the same time or they will blow a 

breaker.  
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Safety Items  
 
Life jackets ð The boat carries 12 US Coast Guard approved life jackets.  They 

are stored in the aft cockpit locker for easy access. There is also a throw -able 

floatation cushion which we leave around the aft table.  We ask that children 

under 10 (or adults that are uncomfortable with the idea of a sudden, unplanned 

swim) wear a life jacket whenever they are outside the cabins or outside the 

aft cockpit dining area.  

         
                Photo of life jacket location under the table in the aft cockpit  
 

 
Photo of t hrowable  

    

Fire extinguishers  ð We have placed 6 US Coast Guard approved fire 

extinguishers throughout the boat.  If there is a small fire (smoke) use the fire 

extinguishers to put the fire out.  Otherwise, notify the captain and prepare to 

quickly abandon ship (only with the captainõs direction).    Noteé if there is 

smoke coming from a cabinet or floor hatch, do NOT open it.  This can cause a 
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serious flash fire. Notify the captain. Because of the fire risk, w e ask that you 

donõt use candles on the boat.  

  

 
Location of fire extinguishers  

 

Location of escape hatches  

 

CO2 Detectors  ð Each stateroom is equipped with a battery powered carbon 

dioxide detector. You can press the test button to verify  operation.   

 

Epirb  ð An Epirb is stored just to the left side of the salon (living room) door on 

a òquick releaseó bracket.  I f the device is turned on (with the switch) or if the 

device is submerged in water, it with immediately send an emergency signal  

(with your exact location) to the US Coast Guard.  The Epirb is tracked by 

satellite therefore no cell service if required for operation.    

 
Photo of the Epirb  
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Life raft ð In addition to the tender, we also carry an emergency 8 passenger 

off shore life  raft.  The life raft is located in the aft cockpit locker where the 

life jackets are located (under the table in the aft dining area). This locker can 

be accessed from the top or bottom of the boat.  It weighs about 90 pounds 

and has a red òquick inflateó handle on it.  IMPORTANT: be sure you remove the 

life raft from the locker before you pull the òquick inflateó handle.  Otherwise, 

youõll end up with a partially inflated life raft that you wonõt be able to get out 

of the locker. The life raft will also a utomatically inflate if it is submerged.  

 
 
I f  you have any questions, f eel f r ee t o ask t he capt ain.  I tõs a pleasur e t o have 

you onboar d.  

 
 

       
West  of  Key West  in t he summer    Rendezvous at  Vir ginia Key  
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